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a General Council, was the voice of God, and to be
obeyed.    Here is the logical development of the doc-
trine  of  church   authority.      From   this  authority,
extant and enforced so long, all Protestantism re-
volted, and for reasons which satisfied at least itself.
It  was a specific revolt  against a specific form of
Christianity.     But  then  there  must  be  authority,
which is government, somewhere, unless   Christen-
dom was  to   turn to   chaos.     But where ?     Since
back of all question  of authority lay the new but
root   Protestant   idea of   the   dignity and   privilege
of the individual man, this idea added itself to the
necessity   of   change,   if   change   must   come,   and
declared  the  individual   conscience to be supreme
authority in religion.    It does not matter that this
idea was never fully realized even among the Puri-
tans, as Roger Williams and the Quakers show, sim-
ply because the theory was so transcendental as to
be impossible.    The right of private judgment was,
and remains, one of the root ideas of logical Prot-
estantism.    Puritanism in England or here never re-
volted from much of the old theology.    It believed
in man's perdition or salvation, as he disobeyed or
obeyed God's will;  in the Mosaic Dispensation, in
the  Incarnation,   the   Atonement,   the Trinity, the
grace of God, the future life, very much as the old
church did.     Even in  its  dogma  of   the  supreme
authority  of   the   Bible,   it   only   taught   what   the
Catholic Church has always held and  holds ;   only
that  church  claims  to  be that   supreme   court   of
judicature, to interpret the meaning of that author- seven pillars."                                                 ;
